
Bacchantes 
 

 

 

Audition pack 
 

Ensemble 
 

The Bacchantes have finally caught up with Daphnis. He wants to escape to find Chloe but 

they won’t let him till he has sung them a love song. 

Choose the part that sits best for your voice. We will sing in the other part 

 

Dialogue 
 

The Bacchantes spend a lot of time squabbling with each other. In this scene Xantippe has 

arranged a rehearsal for some of the girls, without inviting others. The rehearsal just happens 

to be in exactly the place Daphnis often meets Chloe… The other girls have also arrived, 

looking for Daphnis.  

Please prepare the part of Aricie. We will read in the other parts. 

 

 

  



 Ensemble 



 

Dialogue 
 

Please prepare the part of Aricie – the cattiest, most sarcastic of the Bacchantes! 

 

Xantippe: My goodness, fancy meeting you here! What… [looks for the 
word] serendipity! 

 
Calisto: Really Xantippe. I can’t believe you arranged a [finger quotes and 

very pointed delivery] ‘serendipitous’ rehearsal, exactly here, and 
without inviting us. 

 
Locoe: That really wasn’t very friendly! 
 
Aricie: Perhaps you didn’t get the invitation? 
 
Locoe: Perhaps there wasn’t one! 
 
Xantippe: Perhaps we always rehearse here round about this time, so there 

didn’t need to be one! 
 
Aricie: Perhaps some people don’t have the required dedication to our 

dear Isadora to attend rehearsals… 
 
[Everybody getting agitated] 
 
Xantippe: [To herself] – Oh goodness, what if Daphnis arrived now! I must 

do something.  
[Aloud] Enough – we’re all here, and in costume too, some of us. 
[Rather dubiously] Shall we just carry on? 

 
Niobe: [To herself] How am I going to get rid of them all? 

    [Brightly] What a good idea… though… perhaps… 
 

Calisto: [To herself] I really did want to be here by myself!  
[Loudly and expansively] Dear friends! It’s such a lovely 
afternoon. Why don’t we all walk on the meadows, take 
inspiration from the river, the trees, the clouds… 

 
Aricie:  [Sarcastically] The cows?! 

 
Calisto: [Pointedly ignores her] I am sure that’s what Isadora would do. 

Wouldn’t she advise us to drink in the genius of Pan though 
Nature itself? We don’t need his statue. 

 

 


